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Rossland (Population 3,800)
Where the Pros Go

The insanely steep ski slopes at Red Mountain,
the B60-plus miles of mountain bike trails, and
access to the glaciers and peaks of the nearby
Purcell and Selkirk Ranges are drawing a grow-
ing cadre of pro athletes to Rossland, a laid-
back community of bike and ski bums just
across the Washington state border. Visit now
and you'll catch this old mining town at the opti-
mal point in its rise as a holiday destination—
luxury services (sports clinics, spas, shuttles,
etc.) are slowly expanding, and residents are still
eager to share their favorite routes.

The folks at Revolution bike shop ($27 a day
for rentals; 250-362-5688) will give you the
skinny on Rossland's world-renowned mountain
biking network. It's a freerider's heaven that's
marked for difficulty ski-resort style (www.ross
fandtraifs.ca). Rossland Mountain Adventures
(877-550-6677; www.rosslandmtadventures
.com) is the source for exploring the nearby
Selkirk and Purcell mountains. Their one- to
three-day outings ($20 to $260) include hikes
through old-growth forests and past towering
ferns and tumbling waterfalls, as well as moun-
taineering expeditions to icefalls and alpine
lakes. Back in town, check out a tamer scene at
the Rossland Trail Country Club ($15 for 9 holes,
$24 for 18; 250-362-5045; www.bcrockies
.comygolf), where locals go to rest their battered
muscles. The public golf course has a jocular,
putt-for-beers vibe and, in typical Rossland fash-
ion, a par 3 so steep that a tow rope drags tired
golfers up the fairway.

Visitor Vitals: Rossland is a half-hour from
Castlegar Airport, seven hours from Calgary, Al-
berta, and three and a half hours from Spokane,
Washington. The cozy Ram's Head Inn ($53 and
up; 877-267-4323; www.ramshead.bc.ca) Js
on Red Mountain. For access to Rossland's tiry
downtown, try the Uplander Hotel ($67; 250-
362-7375; www.uplanderhotel.com). Rossland
has two upscale restaurants, Idgie's (250-362-
0078) and the Mountain Gypsy Café (250-362-
3342). For a pint and pub food, hit the Flying
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RELOCATION PLAN

WHY STAY? You're ready
to trade your career for
ski-touring gear, a
climbin canda
mountain bike.

$300,000 BUYS: A five-

a half-acre—times two.

JOB MARKET: Work to
ski and, if possible, ski
for work.

MEET THE LOCALS: Pro
athletes, including

me skier Alison

tand mountain

ski in winter.

TALK YOU'LL TIRE OF BY
MARCH: "Check out
the fresh!”

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO:
“We have a lot of gear
shops, but no clothing
shops, no food shops




